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HORSEBACK
V

InoiS&nts an $b Hilary of the lOtli

New York Cavalry.

SESMMBAlsflS GREAT KAID

Airaiid Loa'sAraiy to the Gate
lOfrtJlae Confederate Capital.

TJHHE WlElLDO RAILROAD.

HiowHlt'wasafcnoikasia U,p by Cav--
a!liry auad aaaftuaiury.

jjya vx. mxm, OObw sc. y. oat., OOKTLAXD,

K. Y.

awic arai3T at at,dii!.
In Juno, 38B8, AvfoHe the armies of Hooker

and Ieoare making their Avny to the North,
thollutitorfor the iuvawon of Ponusvlvania
and the formor for its defense, the Third
Cavalry brigade, inidor Gen. Gregg, mnrchod
by way of Alflie, Ya., skirling the foot of ihe
mountains and hooping Avatoli of Stuart's
horsemen to proven l a dash upon our trains.
"Wlion wo reached Aldia, one pleasant after-

noon, we found a portion of the rebel cav-

alry. Our regiment (the 10th N. Y. Cav.)
was poslod near the town, supporting a bat-

tery. Hare Ave had a good view of the
engagomont. Among othor rogimonts, I re-

member seeing some gallant charges made
by ithe M K. Y. Oav. and 1st Me. Cav. The
engagomont was very sharp. Before night
Itwadaoidodin our favor, but not without
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''raw Saiieus Chaiige!"
dcaporalo fighting by both sides. Just at
night we moved beyond the town, pausing
the 'field so hotly contorted, and cam pud for
the night

TJie liort morning we wore ready to move
at dawn. "Whou a short distance from camp
we board an oxplowon and saw one of our
caissons go up in the air and fragmonts firing
about in every dirocbion. Several men aud
liorsoe worekfllod. "We had but littlo lime
to Stwaetigate, ae basttiow in front required
ourimmediate attention.

We soou came to and Kweefl Uic town of
Middfabitrj;, and a tthort distance in ad-va- ee

we found die enemy juw over a ravine
and bariifi a Avkoatfield. Oes. A and L wore
soon Of mounted and on the flldrmteh-lln- c.

Ah fikey oroesed the ravine and crowded up to
t!h vAwOifiold Ihooxerciies commenced, and
come vry lively firing was done by both
(Aim.

S3ho ouomy bad some artillery in tiic edge
of rtfco wood beyond the wheat-field-, nud soon
alhalAoTjr, under tlie direction of IvSinatridk,
was making iiiiinic in our rear. Our long
ratiga onririnos made it vary livefly for the
onoBty8 gunners, and at times compelled
them to aoaee fixing.

Aliout 4 o'olock a mounted ohargo was
made, the ncutaiader of our rogiment taking
part. The rebels Avwe drivon from their
position and we occupied the ground. Two
or ithrae Confederate officers of nolo wore
among the killed and Avounded in our hands.

We remained on the ilold that night, with-
out ifiro or idiutter, in a dmnohing r4in storm.
The nojet day avc remained on the field and
amiwod onwiol ves by getting rid of the wator
that lhad aooutualatod on- - our parsons the
might before. The day following this, the
21st of Juno, we were ready for businots.

iBoon nftor light two pieces of artillery
woreTjrougbt up, and ourfrionds, the oacray,
vore noUfiad (that we

AJIIS TJIim TO MOVE OK,
and iilhegr did so. About noon wo pushod
nftor tiiiem and astialed their retreat by a few
ohoto tuoAV and tliea, dWving thotn bteadily
bndk Aar a xough and stony country soma
mflas, Wiien we readied a stone bridge ever
a marrow, deeo mne. Here they concludod
to loat, iwd oar advance was mot with a
1mh)P (imiriketry and ardtlery lire. Our ?o-lirfl- rto

throo-inc- li rifles wore soon in pofdtiow,
mid a iwrtion of our btigadc distnottiitod.
Some llivoly worlc was deoc, and in a short
Urn vn vhstq aoross the bjidgo. The rcbol
battery lost ueady half Uh nonwas by the
o1oeeimQo of our tiiree-imd- u riAM.

iJuHt bcrfbro Himeet we drove the oaumy
tbniMilt (Che town of Uppcrvilie ou a gallop,
cap tad ng some prinowens and retaking Home
ofour man whe had boon captured at Aldic
and MiOdlebnrg. CJosittg anuuud the ene-

my we drove thorn into a gap (Ashby's) in
tho womitains, and camped for the night.

Ulhcmeoct morning we fell batik along the
,pHw. .Tust before reaching Sliddloburg our
roar-gua-rd was attacked, and some sharp
iskfoiiaiiihiiig followed. Wo wore now on the
fidld which we had won but a few days be-
fore. A line of skirmishers was formed along
the trampled wlmatfiold. Our regiment awib
diawn np on a side liiil in the roar and sup-
porting the skirmish-lin- e.

Soon the ouomy brought two pieces of
artillorj' to the edgo of the woods and saluted
OS with a dhurge of canister. Fortanatoly
forms the diuLunco was too great to do us

muoli haim. Tliey made it too warm for us
with shells, and we soon fell back. The
ouomy followed, closely crowding our skir-

mishers, until wo had nearly reached Aldie,
when a stand was made behind a stouc wall
and some sharp firing was done by artillery
and carbinos. The rebels made a mounted
charge, which was repulsed. We were soon
on our way to Gettysburg and they to tho
8inc place, where Ave soon met again.

TIF15 It AID AltOUXD L1S1CS A1CMV.

Many of tho boys will reaicmber Sheri-

dan's famous raid aronnd Lee's army and
into the fojtificatkms of Richmond, while
the army under Grant Avas fighting in tho
Wilderness and at Spottsylvanin. It was
about tho 11th of May, 186-!- , Avhen the col-

umn under the command of the Hough Kider
Avont into camp near Yellow Tavern, at a
place called Ground Squirrel Church, a
lonely brick building located in a beautiful
oak grove.

At daybreak on the morning of the 12th
tho bugloD awoke the slumbering dragoons,
and the bead of the column moved on toward
lijohmond. Our regiment, having had the
advance the day before, avus now assigned to
tho rear of the column. "Ve soon moved out
to relioA'o the 1st Me. Cav., Avlnoh wns on
picket in the rear of our camp, that it
might take its place in the column. We
found the Maine boys "kirtnfching Avith the
enemy. Our regiment formed in a field and
a portion Avere detailed to go on the line, but
before this avus accomplished the 1st Me.
AA'ithdrew, and Ave moved by fours into the
road and started back toward the church.
Before we reached that place the enemy, said
to have been 2,5'JO strong, gave us a charge
Avith draAvn sabers, led by Gen. Stuart. Tho
display they made was an imposing one, but
not at all pleasant for us, as we avctc march-
ing from thorn by fours in a narrow road, Avith

no chance to form.
They Avere soon upon us, and a hand-to-han- d

fight ensued. It Avas every man for
himself, our boys principally Avith carbines
and revolvers aud the rebels Avith sabers.
All was confusion. The clang of the saber
and the crack of the carbine Avere heard on
every side; firing a shot in one direction,
then Avarding off a saber blow in another.
Kiderless horses with blood-staine- d saddles
rubbed through tlie melee. Dismounted
men Avere making their escape to tho rear.
All thtse made a picture that could not Avell

be overdrawn.
Soon the forces began to separate, tho

enemy falling back and Ave follOAving. Al-

most every member of the regiment had ex-

citing incidents and hairbreadth escapes to
narrate. Some Avere knocked from their
horses, and escaped by

CATCUXXG THE TAILS
of the animals, and Avere thus taken out of
the fight. Some had saber cuts ou the head,
others on the body. Some were killed and
many Avore badly Avounded, and left at a
house near by.

We have always supposed that Gen. Stuart
received his death-Avonu- d in this fight, and
from some membur of our regiment, Tho
loss of Gen. Stuart to the enemy could not
be replaced. While they had many fine
caA'nlry officers, there Avas but one Stuart.

After leuviuglhe enemy at Ground Squirrel
Church, Ave pressed ou toward Richmond.
One morning, soon after daylight, Ave en-

tered the firav. line of fortifications with but
litUe opposition. Passing this line, we Avere
room engaged directly in front of their main
line. Here we found plenty of fine clover,
ami our cool commander ordered a portion
of our hemes to lit grazed, Ahilt the rest
keep the enemy in check. About noon 12
cannon Avere placed on a rise of giound, and
the people of Richmond were soon greeted
with Yankee sheik,

After renting our horses, Custer' DiA'ision
lod the advance aeros. Mondow Bridge, and
Ave paused through Mechanics villa, oer the
historic ground of Seven Pines and on to
MalA'ern Kill, reaching the James RiA'er at
Hoxall's Landiag, where Ave communicated

Gun. " Jeh" Stwakt.
Arith the gunboats. Thence Ave Aveut to
White Hotiae Landing, where Ave received
ration and forage Resting our horses for a
fow days, Ave marched to Hanover Court-not- we

and joined the Army of the Potomac,
having made a raid around Leo's army, cut-
ting the railroad in hia rear in FHveral places
and burning many store, besides draAYiug
his cavalry away from Grant's army. Last,
but iot least, Ave had a look into the Con-
federal e Capital, aud gnA'e its people a fright
which they did not get over for many a day.

imiCAKlXG THK 1V1SI.DOK UA1Z.XIOAD.

la the oiuly Winter of 18G1 an expedition
under Maj.-Ge- n. Warron Avas organized for
the destruction of the Weldon Railroad. On
Hie 7th of December Gen. Gregg's Division
of Cavalry Avas saddled ami, mounted at day-
light and moved down the Jerusalem plank
road, followed by the Fifth Corps aud Mott's
Division of tho Second Corps. Marching
down tho plank road about 10 miles Ave

turned across the country toAvard the rail-
road, which avo reashed about 4 o'clock p.

m. We found a few of tho enemy, Avho gave
us a little skirmish. Soon the infantry came
up and avo moved on, driA'ing the enemy be-

fore us, Avhile the infantry commenced tho
serious Avork of the expedition, Avhich was to
so disable the railroad as to make it of no
further use to Lee's army.

To accomplish this a brigade Avas marched
along the road and halted, and arms were
stacked. Then every man grasped a tie or
rail, and with a" Yo-heavc- !" the track the
entire length of the column was turned
over. The lies Avere pried off and corded,
the rails laid across tho top, and tho piles

Captdkixg a Raileoad.
fired. After tho rails Avere heated they were
so bent nud .twisted as to bo entirely
useless.

We pushed tho enemy before us only so
fast as tho infantry destroyed tho track, until
Ave reached Three Creek River, a small,
deep, sluggish stream, over Avhich tho enemy
made a stand, having fired tho railroad
bridge and pulled down the highAvay bridge,
leaving only one piece of timber.

The 1st battalion of our regiment, com-

panies A and L, were brought front into line,
and under the command of Mnj. Snyder
made a mounted charge down across tho
fields to the river, Avhere they received a
sharp fire from tho enemy, losing some men
and horses. Finding the raiload bridge on
fire, and no place to cross, they fell back a
short distauce, formed a mounted skirmish-lin- e,

and opened on tho enemy. Soon the
order to dismount was given. The boys
made a rush for the remnant of tho highway
bridge and were soon across, the enemy lea'-in- g

in hot haste.
Just previous to this the enemy opened

fire from a small cannon, doing no harm
and ouly serving to excito the boys, ayIio

Avanted to get their hands on it. Before
they could cross the gun disappeared in the
woods. A lively chase across the fiat, up
the hill, and into the woods Avas made, but
only a few dead and Avounded fell into our
hands.

Here our troops Avere halted until tho
brigade could cross with their horses. Soon
the 1st X. J. passed us at a gallop and dis-

appeared in the Avoods, from Avhich Ave soon
heard rapid and heavy firing. In a short
time their led horses Avere brought back,
and aa'c Averesent up to their support. When
we nrriA'ed at the farther edge of tho Avoods

Ave Avere in plain view of the Meherriu River
Bridge, protected by heavy enrtliAYorks and
guns. The shells Avere

imori'JNG into the tall timbeh
very lively, aud every man selected his tree.
Here avo remained until dark, Avhen wo were
AvithdraAvn, joined our horses and mado
oursclA'ca as comfortable as possible under
the circumstances. Having orders not to
unsaddle or unpack, avc passed the night
standing or silting around sputtering fires
in a rainstorm Avhich turned to hail and
sleet. Our coals, horses and saddles Avere
covered with ice the next morning. A more
dihagieeable night we never passed. When
morning came, cold, Avet and hungry avo
recrossed the river, tho enemy follOAving us
up sharply or some distance. We found it
necessary to use artillery to keep them back.

Passing through tho infantry avo were
soon again in the advance. At the picket-lin- e

avc A'cro informed that the rebels Avero
"just out there." Uuslinging carbines avo
made ready for them, our regiment leading,
Capt. Perry in commandof the adance-guar- d.

We marched about three miles be-

fore avc met tho large force Avhich our friends
on picket supposed Avere in front of them.
We found one man on picket, avIio galloped
off at our approach. About a mile farther
on Ave saAV tAo more. We gave them a
chase until Ave reached Garrard's Depot,
where they turned to tho left on a road that
ran through theAvoods. Across this road
they had a barricade and avo opened fire on
them.

Soon the regiment came up and Col. Avery
ordered a squadron to charge up the road,
which it did, falling into an ambuscade
und losing many men nud horses. Gen.
Davies came up aud tAvo pieces of artillery
were opeucd on the enemy. On the arrival
of Gen. Gregg the whole column was ordered
on, Avith but one regiment left to occupy the
attention of tho enemy. Just at dark avo
came up Avith the infantry, Avho had taken
a shorter cut, and all Avcnt into camp.

The next day Ave pushed on for our old
Winter quarters. Just at night avc reached
the Jerusalem plank road Avhere the infantry
Avere going into camp for the night. Some
of our boys hearing the officers discussing
the question of going on lo camp or a biv-
ouac in the Avoods, a cry was raised "On to
the Winter quarters!" Avhich passed down
the line until c-e- man had expressed his
opiuiou, and on atc Avcnt, reaching our com-
fortable log-cabi-ns about midnight.

A Soldier's Pocket Plecf.
To thk Eiiitok: I huve in my possession an

old coin, into siilo of which u polished and haB
onptaved upou It "Wm. McGuIkrI. Co. Q, ltilh
Ilia Volunteers luff." Tho comrade is living
and will correspond with me. I should only
ho too lad to icturu tho piece if tho comrade
oould bo found. J. D. Ckaig, Mt, Carmel,
Wahash Co., 111.
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CHICEMAIM.

The Struggle of Sunday as Seen by an

Enlisted Man.

ON HORSE SHOE HLDGE.

The Magnificent Courage of
Thomas and His Men.

LONGSTREET'S VETERANS

Flung Back in Defeat From
Oft-Repea- ted Assaults.

by h. allsraugh, fihe sergeant, co. u,
31st ouio, eock kapids, ioava.

For years I have looked in vain for an
account of that memorable Sunday at Chicka-maug- a

as seen by Thomas's "demoralized
veterans" who carried muskets on that
occasion, and Avill novr ask your forbearance
Avhilo I contribute to history an account of
Avhnt occurred in my immediate front on
that ul day. History is simple truth.
It Avill matter littlo to tho reader of a hun-

dred years heuco Avho it Ava3 iliat laid the
plans for tho Avinning hosts at Gettysburg,
and the student of history in the 20th cen-

tury Avill care more to know what caused
the defeat or saved our army at Chickamauga
than to learn the name of the officer Avho

would rather Eacrifico tho army than dis-

obey an order. Surely nothing can tako tho
place of tho simple, unvarnished truth if wo
Avould do ourselves justice, though our
favorite General may not reach the highest
pinnacle of fame.

To be a littlo plain, I Avill risk the in-

dorsement of the boys Avhen I assert that
had those valiant Generals

WITH A LITEUAltY TENDENCY
fought its hard to earn a reputation as they
havo for the last 20 years to sustain their
clnims to an imperishable name, they Avould

be known by a grateful country and occupy
their desired position, and he the object of
"hero-Avorshi- p" by tho soldiers Avho gained
for them Avhat they may possess of military
fame. Let us do our duty Ave of the en-

listed variety as we learned to do it where
our Avhole duty Avas to obey orders. Yet we
did disobey on some occasions and used the
American instinct bri in us to do a-- wo

pleased. For instance, Avhen a prominent
General rode frantically ninong tho disor
ganized troops after the breaking of tho
line, ordering them back to Eos3villc on

SiO H rTffe-S- .'xv -- z.3i?
"Time to Get Out."

that morning of Avhich I Avrite, enough dis-

obeyed in tho vicinity of the State road to
hold the line.

Just hero i3 a good place for ray assertion
that it Avas tho pluck and marksmanship of
tho Western troops that saved our army
from annihilation on Sunday, Sept. 20,1803;
and I Avould bo the last man to detract from
the grand, imperishable famo of our hero,
" Pup " Thomas, if such a thing Avere pos-

sible.
"Why," said one of Longstreet's officers,

Avho became a prisoner during the battle,
"When avo got the lines of tho Potomac
nrnry broken the work Avas done, but you
fellows don't begin to got doAvn to business
until it's every fellow for himself."

True, tlm does not speak Avell for the dis-

cipline of the old Army of the Cumberland,
but may account for our escape from somo
of the tight places into Avhich avo got by
obeying orders.

Saturday night closed down upon a dnvwn
battle. We of the left had fought since the
morning, Avhen Braunan and Baird encoun-
tered Forrest, and held an advanced position
at nightfall. Wo had taken and retaken
batteries, and Sunday morning found our
divisiou (Bmnnan's) a little to the left of
the Slate road, Avith onr brigade (tho First)
on the extreme right of the division nud the
firdt to feel tho effects of Longstreet's flank
fire after ho had thrust his forces through
tho gap mado by Wood in his military
promptness to obey an order.

After reaching our position on tho line avo

had thrown up a temporary breastwork of
logs and rails, and here, on this beautiful
Sabbath morning, while in our Northern
homes the cheerful church bells Avere peal-
ing forth thoir summons und loved ones
Avere gathering in familiar places of wor-

ship, AVO

LEANED UPONJ.OUU MUSKETS

or reclined in line nraiting tho rebel onset.
We had learned from prisoners of the day
before of heavy rebel reinforcements from
Virginia. We know jsQmething of tho dis-
tauce Ave were from our base of supplies, and
every man seemed to feel a responsibility he
had never felt before. Of cowards there
were none left in our ranks. The fighting
of the previous day had left only men who

could be depended upon; men who had
straggled hand to hand with the enemy the
day before were not likely to do anything
bnt their duty in the desperate straggle that
was impending. That peculiar stillness
which precedes a storm had settled down
over the scene, and the blanched cheeks and
vigorous swalloAving of some imaginary ob-

ject by the soldier on the right or left was
no evidence that he had not hcen a real hero,
and would not before nightfall perform deeds
of heroism that would be told in song and
story to coming generations.

At length the quiet Avas broken on the left
as the enemy's pickets, backed by heavy
skirmish-line- s, pushed forward to develop
our position. Tho sharp, rattling fire of the
pickets Avas followed by tho volleys of the
reserves as they Avere reached by the enemy's
advance. Then came the partial lull fol-

lowed by the Avild yell from thousands of
rebel throats as Bragg pushed fonvard his
massed troop3 to re-ena- ct the scene of the
first morning at Stone River. They met
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"I Belong on the Otjiee Side."
foemon Avorthy of their steel, and as the
volleys of musketry mingled with the deep
boom of double-shotte- d cannon kept creep-
ing to the right Ave grasped our muskets
more tightly, planted our feet more firmly
on the line, and aAvaited with breathless
anxiety the coming of our part in the great
tragedy drawing upon us in its fuU reality.

Xordidwe have long to wait. Onrskir "

mishers Avere soon seen dodging back to our
lines Avith empty guns. Artillerymen were
stripping for the fray. In less time than it
requires to record it the storm, had

BURST UPON US IN ALL ITS FUEY.
Tho impulse following the first fire upon

the enemy is to start for the rear, and is
common to thousands of as good troops as
ever enjoyed a half ration of pork, bat does
not prove that we Avho started on this occa-

sion did not return before reaching a point
three rods away and shoot as hard and
straight as did those who did not start.

We had fired a number Of rounds into the
heavy columns in our front, when our at-

tention Avas attracted by troops at a right-shonlder-s- hift

moving obliquely to the right
pa3t our front. This did not concern us
much at tho time, but when a little later
Longstreet's people had planted a battery ou
our right Hank and were Eending in Avith it
a full complement of canister and shell, avo

thought it best to get out of that, without
orders, if necessary. How Ave retired from
the Avood in onr rear and retreated through
the field still fnrther back Avill be remem-
bered by tho boys Avhile they live, and, ayc
imagine--, related to their grandchildren by
hundreds of Longstreet's veterans as they
sit in the shade of their Southern homes
toying with the Avooden log or keoping time
Avith the stump of an arm, a reminder of
this occasion.

Our division Avas almost Avholly made up
of Western troops, men Avho were accustomed
to the use of firearms from boyhood, and
their manner of falling back before an enemy
might possibly help to account for th)grcat
difi'erence in tho losses snstaiued by the two
armies in this field fight ; that is, assuming
thnt onr Avhole army fell back in a similar
manner. This might not account for tho
difference of 7,866 men in killed and Avounded,
as shown by Gen. Cist in his account of the
battle, but it is only fair to assume that had
we fallen back to Chattanooga at the same
rate it would have been necessary for Bragg
to make another draft upon Lee's army to

CARRY OFF HIS DEAD AND AVOUNDED.

Fortunately for the Southern cause avo did
not fall back very far, for directly in rear of
the field m itioncd there arose a forest of
scrub-oak- s, and yet farther back began a
series of wooded hills, upon Avhich our men
were forming in line, the regiments that pre- -
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A Friend in Need.
served their organization forming under their
officers and the disorganized masses, as if by
imtiuct, halting and forming a front that Avas

soon to meet a line that had yet to learn the
real meaning of the word defeat.

The struggle in the forest. before the sum-
mit of the hills was reached must have con

vinced our foes that they were not dealing
with "three-month- s men," and that it was
possible for men to do some damage with,
firearms, thongh they were not arrayed in
exact military order under the supervision
of West Pointers. The impetuous line of
Longstreet's veterans opposed to the stalwart
yeomanry of the West had so effectually
melted away before that irregular but effect-

ive fire that it Avas glad to await its reserves
before making an assault upon the hills,
which were beginning to frown with barri-
cades of logs and rails. At points in the
wood tho fighting had almost been hand to
hand, yet Avas but a prelnde to the straggle
that awaited us for the possession of the
barricades on Horse Shoe Ridge on that long,
eventful Sabbath afternoon, and though the
individual acte of heroism and patriotic de-

votion witnessed in that forest
AVOULD FILL VOLUMES,

the time to test a man's real pluck and de-

votion to his flag, as we afterward loarned,
was yet to arrive.

Nor wag this place of close work destitute
of its amusing and pathetic scenes. At one
point, in a countercharge, Ave ocenpied a
position held a feAV moments before by the
enemy, Avhich brought their skulkers and
killed and wounded in the rear of or mixed
up with our irregular line. Seeing a fine-looki- ng

young soldier, dressed in a neat suit
of dark blue, unarmed, and standingbehind a
tree for protection, a pompous Colonel in-

quired why he Avas not firing like the others.
" Why, I'm a color-bearer- ," said the sol-

dier, hugging the tree stiU closer and ex-

hibiting his color-bel- t.

" Well, then, where is your flag ? " said
the Colonel, who liked to carry a point.

"I lost it iuthat close work bade thero,"
said the soldier.

" Well, pick up a gun and go to Avork like tho
other men," said tho officer, thinking he had
added one more soldier to our depleted ranks.

"Why, Colonel," said tho soldier, with a kind
of foolish look getting posse&uou of his face, " I
b'long on. t'other side." And sure enough it
was oue of Longstrcet'3 men that tho Colonel
had been trying to force into our ranks. Just
then va3 no time to care for straggling prison-
ers, and as tho enemy occupied the ground a
short time after, tho young color-bear- er proba-
bly rejoined his regiment, aud may yet live to
toll his children how near he came to bearing
arms on the Federal side.

And this contested ground had also its pa-
thetic scenes. As we finally fell back to tho
summit it become necessary to abandon many
of our killed and wounded, among them a
noble-lookingyou- soldier, member of an Illi-
nois regiment, Avho, shot through both thighs,
lay helpless. Ilis appealing look as I passed was
more than humanity could resist, and asking
him to clasp his arms about my neck, I gained
an erect position and made an attempt to

BEAK HIM BEYOND DANGEK;

but in vain, for, as I leaned forward in bearing
my burden, his legs, which huug limp and life-lea- s,

became entangled Avith my own Avearied
liml3 andI was soon compelled to abandon him
from sheer want of strength. As 1 sank down
upon tho grouud he unclasped his arms, and,
with a look of mingled gratitude aud resigna-
tion that will cling to me through life, sank
back upon tho earth.

When tho student of history remembers that
some of our wounded lay upon that bloody
field until worms rioted upon thoir flesh, he
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Supplies in an Emergency.
can form a faint idea of what it meant to be
abandoned upou tho battlefield and left to the
mercy of Southern hatred. Aye, and had the
reader boon at tho oponing in our works at
Chattauooga when, nine days after tho battle.the
long ambulauco train ofour paroled wounded
pas&cd back through our lines, aud seen the
poor victims a? they passed lifting the stump
of a lo or waving the remnant of an arm in
the air and cheering for the Union, ho might
learn, too, the real meaning of practical patriot-
ism; nor would he neod to wonder Avhy it was
that many of tho witnesses of this painful scene,
as wo stood ranged along the road, suddenly
turned, drow the soiled blouse-sleev- o across
their eyes and trudged back to their tents.

Escaping the bullets which had kept the air
about me musical since tho enemy's assault in
tho morning, I soon found myself nmong tho
defenders of Horse Shoo Eidge " the whipped
troops of Geo. H. Thomas," as a certain Gou-er- al

choao to describe us, who ware preparing
to stay on that lino

EITHER AS VICTORS OR VICTIMS.

ilen who were inolined to straggle did not
halt there, and probably tho most prolonged
hand-to-han- d coutest of tho war took placo
that culm Subbath afternoon for the posaessiou
of that portion of the ridge occupied by tho
concentrated front of Wood, limn nan, Palmor
and Reynolds. A knowledge of military skill
would hardly havo taken the place of plnek
upon that occasion and sawed the army from
the worst defeat it ever met.

Some very uniuilttary scenes Avere witnessed
there ; for instance, a commirisionad officer in
tho runt urraed Avith musket and bayouot,
while a private with ramrod in lieu of sword
led that portion of the line into the ftht.
Verily, tactics wore at a discount there, and
the determination to stay that porvadod the
remnant of Ifoseerans's array upon thnt ridge
Avas worth more to the country than all the
knowledge distributed throughout the land in
a quarter of a century from its West Point
depot.

The possession of tho rail piles crowning tho
ridge avus moro than oueo decided with empty
muskets, aud each man who tarried there aud
did his whole duty felt a reaponaibility resting
upon him that he could not shake oil" felt time
while his own immediate front was firm tho
army wa3 safe.

Perhaps tho most intensely-thrillin- g mo-

ments of interest to our portion of the line was
when a brigade of Longstreet's ACissisaipniaus
were moving forward to again wroatlo with the
sons of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Iowa for
the proprietorship of tho low mil piles behind
which avo lay awaiting another assault.

' For God's sake, hurry up that ammunition ;
they aro comiug again," Avas tho word that was
posied buck from thoso in tront, and tbo fre-

quent click of a bayonet as it found its way
over the muzzle of an empty muskot gave em-
phasis to tho demand.

Just at this crisis thoro appeared, only a few

paces in rear of our part of tho lino, the man
who of all othwia on this planet could db tho
most good in that emergency ; and as tho oriea
for ammunition increased, mingled with eurses
and threats from the more impatient, a fow of
us then and there hoard our Hrst, laatand only
oral command from (Jen. Geo. II. Thomas,
which has passed down to history:

"IViS TIHW TII8 COLD STUM.."
How it thrilled us ! And if those toll South

ernors who camo toiling up tho sJope in oar
front, with their hnfc-rii- drawn down over
their eyes, found such a weak firo a hoy ad-
vanced, but a horde of reeklea fiends as Ihoy
reached the sum mi ft, this may axpjRin lb to
thoir satisfaction, for that command of "Pap"
Thomas seemod to transform men Into whole
platoous.

It was not a question of Hfe or death, for
men seemed as reck lea of life whou ifc eame to
the hand-to-han- d part o if iiatMl in a game
of football. They had lost all fear of dentil,
and the ghastly laees of the dead around and
the appeals of the wounded uo longer improved
the senses of men who the day beftjro might
huve risked life and limb to save a comrade or
wept in sympathy with one in sorrow; ttiey
seemod to know by a kind of institM hat
upon the 'holding of this line depended! bho
salvation of the army; aud whih we beheld
the grand old here, Thomas, dismounted aud
among us here and thero a intervals during
that afternoon, we realized to some extent tbo
importance of the sacrifice we were making.
There was no time to take prisoners there. At
tho close of an assault or counter-cha- r Ihe
remnant straggled baok feu their respective
Hues, if they escaped the rUiemen of frhe fbo,
and the cruel struggle went on.

Longstroet was not aeoiwtomed to failaro,
and on this occasion, whou the preponderance
of numbers was on his side, he felt it Sbe more
keenly; hence h superhuman efforts to dis-
lodge us. How the impetv-n- t old fighter meet
havo felt to see his pet troops, his iuvincibtes,
rolled back in disorder time after time. Now,
after 20 years of calm reflection, it is the opin-
ion of the writer that had oar ammunition
train staid with us during that bloody Sabbath
the Confederate burial party, which laid away
500 dead, gleaned from only a portion of our
front, might have found thoir work doubled.

It is no use now to assort what we might
have done with full cartridge-boxes- , haveiaaeks
and canteens, but history generally dood not
seem to have learned that en the part of the
Fourteenth Corp3, at loast, the battle of Chick-
amauga was

FOUGHT ON EMPTY STOMACHS

and Avith dry canteens dangling at out: hips.
All night long before the battle of the 10th wo
were under arms or marehin, and reached tho
left only in time to go without breakfast, and,
help to spoil Bragg?t plan of cutting us off from
Chattanooga; and though munching dry
crackers during the intervals between ebargo
and counter-charg- e may have kept our stom-
achs from open rebellion on Saturday, it illy
prepared our worn bodies for the work of the
following day. Hunger and thirst, next to
a desire to do duty as true patriots, roigned
supreme.

Just here the writer wonders what would' be
tho reply of a certain State Senator were oue to
approach his desk during a lull hi the proceed-
ings and accuse him of being the first to make
a dash for the haA'orsack of a brave .Misstssip-pia-n

as he tumbled over tho rail pile among
us, dead, and ask him if he did not get more
than his share of the Southerner's cold johnny
cake while tho writer was transferring his
cartridges to a depleted cartridge-bo-s for loyal
use.

To attempt to enumerate all tho scenes that
passed before one's vision in that panorama of
Sunday afternoon would bo idle, and the writer
submits his account as a portion of what he
saw during tbo battle. He omits tho deeds of
daring which would seem more like fiction
than fact, does not laud any regiment or uom-mand- er,

and, nbove all, would not awakaui a
profitless discussion in The Xationah Trib-.UN- E

which Avould impair the veracity of all
parties concerned.

Xii;ht Lire and Character.
IPofefoiMm.

One night often destroys a whole life. The
leakage of tho night keeps the day forever
empty. Night is sin's harvest time. More sin
and erime are committed in one night than in
all the days of the week. This is more em-
phatically true in the eity than the country.
The street lamps, like a file of soldiers with
torch in baud, stretch away in long line on,
either sidewalk ; the gay colored transparen-
cies are ablaze with attractions; the mlnou and
billiard halls are brilliantly illuminated; mu-
sic sends forth its enchantment: fchegayeein-pun- y

begins to gather to the haunts and houeea
of pleasure ; the gambling dens are aflame with,
palatial splendor; the theaters are wWo upon;
tho mills of destruetiou aro grinding health,
honor, happiness and hope out of tboumnd
lives.' The eity under the gaslight b not tho
same as under God's sunlight. Night Hie in
our eities is a dark problem whose depths and
abysses and whirlpools make us start back with
horror. All night long tears are foiling blood
is streaming. Young men, tell me how and
whore you spend your evening!, ami I will
write you a chart of your character and final
destiny, with blanks to insert your name. It
seems to mo an appropriate text would be:
"Watchman, what of the night?" Policeman,
pacing thy beat, what of the night? WU.it are
the young meu of tho eity doing a night?
Who aro their naweiutes? What are their
habits? Where do they go in, and what time
do they come out? Policeman, would tho night
life of young meu commend them to the confi-
dence of their employers? Would it be to their
credit? Make a record of the nights of one
week. Put in the morning papers tho named
of all young men, their habits and ham.ts. that
are on tho streets for sin nil pleasure. Would
there not beshumoaud confusion? Somo would
not dare to go to their places of business; somo
would not daro to come homo at night; some
Avould leave the city; some would commit sui-
cide. Eomember, young men, that in 6here-tiu- u

of tho All-Seei- ng Eye there is nothing hid
but shall be revealed on the lust day.

A Caby Anionic Hio Slephnnts.
Whilo Forepawgh's 3how was exhibiting ai

Orillin, Canada, a few days ago, and after tho
performance in the eircus pnviliou had been in
progress for uenrly on hour, during whieh time
the menagerie tent, containing the animate and
eluphauts, was as uaiiai at stieh time quite do-ser- td,

a woman' terror-striekei- i shriek, ' My
child! My ehild!" wmg through tho pa-

vilion, and reused the half-doao- n antuMu keep-
ers in the menagerie quarters from their after-
noon nap. Hastening to the spot from which
tho screams eatue, a women waci found iif tho
act of crawling under the guard rapes which
encircled 12 hnge elephants. Another ghtnea
revealed the tiny form of a chubby

boy, standing in the mate of thehenr, pat-
ting their smrirminyf trunks with his diminu-
tive bands, luughing and shouting, and having
a world of fun, all to hinweif, with hfe ponder-
ous playmate.

Unnoticed he had strayed from hia mother's
charge, and, liko nil ixtys, discovered tau mo3t
perilous place in whieh to axpoee himself ; un-
observed by anybody he had walked under the
guard ropos surronml.ng the elephant, and
there he stood when eiheovered by hi frantic
mother, in tho eeutur t'a dozen colossal beasts,
who Avere reaching out their huge trunks to
ward him and begging, w is their custom, fox
ginger snaps and peunnts, whiuh visitors aro
in tho habit of feeding to them.

Otd George Wade, the elephnufe keeper, took
in tho situation at a ginuco, and quickly seizing
the frenzied woman, handed hoa to an attend-
ant, and shouting to the elephants, who wore
familiar with his voico and presence, entered
amous them, and gently raisiug eho daring
little intruder to his shoulder, carried biin to
his agonized parent, who, Mm moment the Boy
was placed in hr arm, fainted aoTrk. tatha
ground. In a few moments she rucovereU.and
bitterly chided herself for her wantof atteutton,
to her baby boy in thus permitting him to
escape from her care.


